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February 23, 2000

Imﬂgine with me ... It is the
year 1900. The people of the
City of Dayton have gathered to
review the state of their city at the
dawn of a new century. Dayton has a
population of 85,000 and is a growing
center of a major metropolitan area. It is
situated at the crossroads of the Miami
and Erie canals and is a major trans-
portation route for goods throughout
the growing United States.

The people of Dayton are unaware that
in a small bicycle shop on West Third
Street two brothers have begun to work
on an invention that three short years
later would begin to change the world,
bringing the people of the world closer
together. The automobile has yet to
become a major force changing the way
they would live and would result in the
greatest economic boom that the city
would witness. The great highway sys-
tem has yet to be built and the major
mass manufacturing processes have not
yet revolutionized their economy.

They are unaware that in thirteen short
years their city would be subject to a
devastating flood, setting the stage for
the greatest challenges and greatest suc-
casses that they would face: the rebuild-
ing of their city. Imagine if the
Daytonians of 1913 had been asked
what they saw as the future of their
downtown. | imagine that the despair
and magnitude of the tasks that lay
ahead of them would prevent them
from predicting the rise of skyscrapers
on the horizon,

The great depression, two major world
wars, and the civil rights movement had
not yet impacted the lives of families
within the city.

Throughout the next 100 years, the city
would experience many unforeseen

events that would create
opportunities, pose challenges,
and reshape the community. At

many points citizens would take
stock of their community and believe it
had reached a pinnacle, only to see their
expectations exceeded.

Also they would face tragedies and
challenges that would, at times, cause
them to question the future of their
great city. Now with the knowledge of
the successes and challenges of the last
100 years, we can look forward to the
next century and evaluate the future of
our city.

We should take this journey through the
last century as a lesson, not that the
future is unknown, but that we should
never allow one time or period in the
history of our city to define our future.
In the last century we can find one con-
stant from which we can view our’
future and know that regardless of the
opportunities and challenges of the next
century, Dayton will remain a vibrant
and prosperous community with nation-
al and international significance. The
constant is the people who call them-
selves Daytonians. Daytonians have
always been talented, committed, inven-
tive, and dedicated to one another.

i Aswe enter the 21st century, it is time

that we leave behind the view of the
60's and 70's as the period of Dayton's
decline. We should view this period of
time in a context of a shift in the devel-
opment process of major metropolitan
areas in our country and evaluate our
success in the 90’s to responding to
these challenges. Our suburbs represent
not a failure of our city, but an expan-
sion of our community that today is
looking inward and once again is
embracing our central city as a symbol






