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hank you for attend-
ing our program this
evening and allowing me
to share with you the 1999
State of the City address.

I'd like to begin by introducing your
City Commissioners. My fellow i
Commissioners, Commissioner
Neal, Commissioner Lovelace,
Commissioner Wiseman, and
Commissioner Lewis. For the first
time in many years, we have a uni-
fied Commission that is a visionary,
proactive team.

I would also like to introduce your
City Manager, Valerie Lemmie.

As I begin my sixth year as Mayor, I
am very proud of what we have
accomplished over the past five
years. Today, we have a committed
and talented City Commission, a
City Manager, and City staff work-
ing in concert with our dedicated
residents to ensure a bright future
for our community.

In my first State of the City address,
I outlined some of the challenges
facing our community. In 1994 the
City of Dayton had not balanced its
budget since 1988 and had a project-
ed budget deficit of $80,000,000 by
the year 2000. There were those
who believed that the city would
not be able to resolve its budgetary
crisis and would need financial help
from the region in order to meet its
basic operating expenses.

At the same time that the City was

facing budgetary chal-
lenges, people in our
neighborhoods were
demanding additional
police services, and crime had

i reached a critical point in our city.
i The residents of Dayton demanded

a faster police response time to
emergencies, more police on our
streets, and a greater enforcement of
criminal violations, including traffic,
noise, and prostitution, which
impact the quality of life in our
neighborhoods.

Our police department was request-
ing increased capacity for detaining
juveniles, as they attempted to bat-
tle vandalism and car theft. Due to a
shortage in our juvenile detention
capacity, juveniles who were arrest-
ed for multiple car thefts over the
same weekend would not be
detained, but instead would be
returned to their neighborhoods,
thus increasing the fear of those
who had reported the criminal
activity.

The Dayton City Commission also
saw a need for increased investment
in our neighborhoods, downtown,
and our economic infrastructure.
Although the City continues to look
aggressively to the county, state,
and federal governments for grant
funding, the City Commission rec-

i ognizes that if sustainable develop-

ment opportunities are to be
achieved, we must first look to our
own budget to find the necessary






